GCANKAYA UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
SPRING 2025-2026

ELL 122 READING AND ANALYSIS Il Dr. Yagmur S6nmez-Demir

Office Hours: Tuesdays 14.00-16.00,
Thursdays 13.00-15.00, or by appointment
yagmurs@cankaya.edu.tr

COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Description

As the follow-up to ELL 121, this course focuses on further developing students’ reading, comprehension,
and analytical skills. The course engages with advanced-level reading materials, and focuses particularly on
literary analysis and criticism to help students identify and understand key concepts and supporting
evidence, follow the logic of discussions, identify contrasting viewpoints, and evaluate the validity of
arguments. Emphasis will be placed on the effective use of sources, for the purpose of developing
vocabulary as well as for inferring meaning from context; and students will be taught various reading
techniques that will help them understand the structure and organization of written texts. The course may
provide a range of opportunities for students to improve their writing and speaking skills, with an emphasis
on morphology, etymology, and semantics within the contexts of the history of the English language and
literary texts. Reading activities will be integrated with oral discussions within and outside of class.

Course Material

A collection of texts to be studied will be available in the photocopy room and as a soft copy on webonline. In
addition to texts selected by the instructor, the students will choose some texts to be included in the reading

list.

Course Requirements and Means of Evaluation

Please do NOT use your mobile phones during the courses. If you need to check dictionary, bring a
published one to the class.

Be ready in the class in time. If you are regularly late to the classes, you may be marked absent for the
classes you participated.

Please be warned that plagiarism of even one sentence can result in a lowering of your grade or a
direct F on your assignment. Discrepancy between examples of the student’s writing, suspected
plagiarism or unethical use of Al technology will be evaluated by the professor and the department
academic board, and measures will be taken accordingly. Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not
be tolerated.

A minimum attendance of 60% is mandatory. Students who do not meet this requirement will not be
permitted to take the final examination. Students are responsible for keeping track of their own
attendance.

Final grades will include:

Presentation of a reading material 15 %

Each student is to choose a text (1-2 pages long) to be included in the reading list. The text could be an
article, a review, an essay etc. on culture, art, literature, politics, sports etc. Students should send the texts
they have chosen to the professor as an email attachment till February 28 for approval. Then, each student
will moderate (by engaging their friends, asking some questions to them, etc.) the reading of the text they
have chosen starting from week 4.

Midterm Exam 40 %

Final Exam 45 %


mailto:yagmurs@cankaya.edu.tr

Please note that the schedule below is tentative, there may be some changes throughout the semester.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

1. Feb1y Introduction to the course
An overview of critical reading skills

2. Feb2g4 “from One Writer’s Beginnings” by Audora Welty
Biography “Harriet Tubman: Guide to Freedom” by Ann Petry
3. March 3 Memoir “Roberto Clemente” by Jerry lzenberg
Autobiography “I Know what the Caged Bird Sings” by Maya
Angelou
4. March 10 Autobiography “Cub Pilot on the Mississippi” by Mark Twain

Autobiography “Fathers and Daughters” by Le Ly Hayslip

5. March 17 Narrative Essay “Sancho” by J. Frank Dobie
“Debbie” by James Herriot

6. March 24 Reflective Essay “Animal Craftsmen” by Bruce Brooks
Descriptive Essay “Forest Fire” by Anais Nin

7. March 30-April | Midterm Exam and Revision

3
8. April 7 Expository Essay “The Indian All Around Us” by Bernard DeVoto
Persuasive Essay “The Trouble with Television” by Robert MacNeil
9. April 14 “Shooting Stars” by Hal Borland
“The Sounds of Richard Rodgers” by Ellen Goodman
10. April 21 “Dial versus Digital” by Isaac Asimov
“Hokusai: The Old Man Mad About Drawing” by Stephen Longstreet
11. April 28 “Talking about Writing” by Ursula K Le Guin
“A to Z in Foods as Metaphors” by Mimi Sheraton
12. May 5 Texts selected by the students
13. May 12 Texts selected by the students
14.May 19 No Class- Public Holiday: Commemoration of Atatiirk & Youth

and Sports Festival




