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Title of the course      :   ELL 663 MEMORY, HISTORY & TRAUMA
Instructor                   :   Dr. Neslihan Ekmekçioğlu

Year and Term           :   2024- 2025 Autumn
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I. AIM    : The purpose of the course is to enable the students to acquire a relatively high and  wide view of MEMORY, HISTORY & TRAUMA STUDIES. The course covers the works of Henri Bergson on TIME, DURATION, THE FLOW OF MEMORIES IN HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS; certain excerpts from the works of Sigmund Freud such as STUDIES on HYSTERIA, BEYOND THE PLEASURE PRINCIPLE, MOURNING & MELANCHOLIA, THE INTERPRETATIONS OF DREAMS and THE UNCONSCIOUS; Cathy Caruth’s Works concerning THE UNCLAIMED EXPERIENCE, TRAUMA NARRATIVE & HISTORY and MEMORY: EXPLORATIONS IN MEMORY; Dominick LaCapra’s essays such as “Trauma, Absence , Loss”, Lacan’s essays, Foucault’s certain essays on power and other works such as WRITING HISTORY/ WRITING TRAUMA and Michael Roth’s work MEMORY TRAUMA and HISTORY and Roger Kurtz’s work on TRAUMA and LITERATURE. There will be certain works of literatüre and some examples on visual arts and music. The basic headings in the analysis of literary works will be war, child abuse, sexual violence, rape, discrimination, abuse of power.
II. COURSE OUTLINE  :
        Week I        General Introduction to Memory and Trauma
        Week II      Bergson on Time and Memory
                           Freud on the Unconscious and Dreams, Reminiscences of certain wounds and bad experiences          
        Week III     Cathy Caruth on Trauma and History
        Week IV    Essays of Dominick LaCapra and Lacan and Foucault
        Week  V    Euripides THE TROJAN WOMEN  
        Week VI   Pat Barker LIFE CLASS  

        Week  VII  Pat Barker THE SILENCE OF THE GIRLS
       Week VIII  I Presentations  19th November 2024 Tuesday
         Week IX   Sebastian Barry THE SECRET SCRIPTURE                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
         Week   X  ( to be continued )
         Week XI   Buchi Emecheta GWENDOLEN (THE FAMILY)
         Week  XII ( to be continued)
         Week  XIII  II Presentations 24th December 2024
         Week XIV  An Overview
 III. TEXTBOOKS: Most of the texts will be put on web online of the ELL 663 course. Some texts will have to be obtained as individual editions or can be provided by the students themselves as x-erox copies.
IV. METHOD OF INSTRUCTION: The course will be conducted through examining the texts of researchers, poems, novels, student presentations and class discussions and class participations.

V. REQUIREMENTS: Attendance is obligatory. More than 9 hours of absence will result in NA. Students are expected to come to class on time, with the relevant text and having read the assigned material. The students are expected to read  the critical approaches concerning the texts under study and be ready for class discussion.

VI. ASSESSMENT:   

                Presentations in class (at least 2)            (30% + 30%)                              60 %

                Attendance and Class Participation                                                            10 %                                                                                                                                                                            
                Responses on the text under study                                                               10%                                                   
               Written Term Papers                                                                                    20 %

VII. EVALUATION: The students’ English will definitely be taken into consideration. In the grading of the exam papers, up to 25% of the total mark will be taken off for grammatical mistakes.
