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ELL 463 Single Author Study (Ian McEwan)
COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Description and Objectives
This course concentrates on the works of a single author, their contexts of production and reception, and their implications; the specific author selected will vary depending on the instructor and the semester, and may be a writer, artist, musician, film-maker, scientist, critic, or theorist. The contexts of production of the works may cover the author’s historical period, contemporaries, and cultural circumstances, or interdisciplinary philosophical and aesthetic frameworks; reception contexts may include critical responses to these works, their subsequent effects and influences, or engagements with them by various other authors and audiences.
The objectives of the course are to: 
To analyze the works of an author,
To discuss critical responses to the texts of an author

Texts: 

Short Stories: “Reflections of a Kept Ape” “Dead as They Come” from In Between the Sheets (1978)
Novels: Black Dogs (1992), Atonement (2001)
Screenplays & Movies: The Children Act, The Good Son, Atonement (adaptation)
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Course Requirements and Means of Evaluation: 
· Please do NOT use your mobile phones and do NOT record my voice or video during the courses. 
· The students who do not attend the classes regularly may fail the course with NA grade and have to repeat the course. The absenteeism limit for this course is 9 hours.
· Students who are found to have committed cheating in an examination or plagiarism on an assignment will fail the examination or assignment. 
· Please read the texts before coming to the class and be ready to discuss them.

Final grades will include: 
a. 10 % Active participation in class discussions*
b. 45 % Midterm exam
c. 35 % Final exam
d. 10 % Oral Presentation**


* I expect students to regularly participate in class discussions either by commenting on the chosen excerpts, asking questions, or responding to the professor’s questions. To do these, you need to read the texts before coming to the class and watch the movies attentively in the movie screening weeks.
** Students will be provided some scholarly articles by the professor on the novels covered in the class and they will be required to read, analyse, and present an extended summary of the article together with their critical assessment of it.






Weekly Schedule (Please note that the schedule is tentative, the professor may make changes if necessary)

	Weeks
	Topics

	1. 30 Sept.
	Introduction to the course 
Ian McEwan’s Life and Career

	2. 7 Oct.
	“Dead as They Come” 
“Reflections of a Kept Ape”

	3. 14 Oct.
	The Good Son 1993 (movie screening)

	4. 21 Oct.
	Black Dogs (Preface & Chapters 1-2)

	5. 28 Oct.
	Black Dogs (Chapters 3-4)

	6. 4 Nov. 
	Oral Presentation Week

	7. 11 Nov. 
	The Children Act 2017 (movie screening)

	8. 18-22 Nov.
	Midterm Exam

	9. 25 Nov.
	Atonement Part 1 (chapters 1-7)

	10. 2 Dec. 
	Atonement Part 1 (chapters 8-14)

	11. 9 Dec.
	Atonement Part 2

	12. 16 Dec.
	Atonement Part 3

	13. 23 Dec.
	Oral Presentation Week

	14. 30 Dec.
	Atonement 2007 (movie screening)



