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ÇANKAYA UNIVERSITY
Department of English Language and Literature
2024-2025 Academic Year – Fall Semester
ELL 123 Academic Writing I (303-05)
Course Syllabus

	Instructor: Özge Üstündağ Güvenç, PhD. + Research Assistant: Ayşe Ece Cavcav
Course Hours: 9.20-12.10 Tuesday (Section 1) + 10.20-13.10 Wednesday (Section 2) 
Class: For both sections RA 01
Office Hours: 13.20 – 15.20 Friday
Office: R 107 Phone: 2331416
e-mail: ozgeguvenc@cankaya.edu.tr


Course Description 
This course is the first of three writing development courses, and it engages with grammatical, linguistic, and stylistic issues through short writing exercises and assignments. Coherent organization, logical development of thought, and effective use of language will be highlighted; students will learn to construct well-developed arguments and transition smoothly and logically between sentences and paragraphs in preparation for writing more extended essays in the following writing courses.
Requirements 
As the course aims to enhance students’ writing skills, which are necessary for following literature courses, course activities will be based on pair works and group and class discussions. Therefore, for each class, students are expected to:
1. be ready to discuss the debatable issues in class
2. bring a pen, pencil, and paper to be able to take notes and write
3. involve in class and group discussions and activities 
4. turn off their mobile phones during class
Attendance is obligatory. More than 9 hours of absence will result in NA.
Course Objectives 
Help students acquire basic sentence structure in English language
Develop awareness of logic and argumentation
Encourage students to produce their original arguments
Increase students’ level of writing to help them produce well-organized theses and arguments Enable students to write grammatically correct structures
Organize their sentences to form coherent and unified arguments
Make use of connectors and transition words for coherence
Evaluation
	ASSESSMENT TOOL
	QUANTITY
	PERCENTAGE

	Midterm Exam
	1
	% 20

	Final Exam
	1
	% 30

	Participation in Short Story Discussions
	7
	% 5

	In-class Practice
	5
	% 5

	Portfolio
	4
	% 40


Weekly Schedule

	Weeks
	Content

	Week 1
30 Sep.-4 Oct.
	Course Introduction – Syllabus
Criteria Used in the Evaluation of Writing Tasks (Error Correction Codes)

Effective E-mail Communication 
Writing Definitions 
In-class Practice: E-mail and definition writing 
 

	Week 2
7-11 Oct.
	“The Werewolf” by Angela Carter
Reaction-Response Writing
In-class Practice: Response Writing


	Week 3
14-18 Oct.
	“The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin
Reaction-Response Writing 
In-class – Task 1 (Only 1 draft)
  

	Week 4
21-25 Oct.

	Paragraph Writing 
Unity – Cohesion – Components of a Paragraph
Sample Paragraphs 
Outlining the components of the paragraphs
Writing topic sentences
In-class Practice


	Week 5
28 Oct.- 1 Nov.

	29 October Tuesday (Section 1) No Class
30 October Wednesday (Section 2) ✓
In-class Practice: Paragraph Writing 
“The Storm” by Kate Chopin

	Week 6
4-8 Nov.

	“A & P” by John Updike
Paragraph Writing
In-class – Task 2 (Draft 1)


	Week 7
11-15 Nov.

	“A & P” by John Updike
In-class – Task 2 (Draft 2)

	Week 8
18-22 Nov.

	
MIDTERM


	Week 9
25-29 Nov..

	“Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid
Paragraph Writing
In-class – Task 3 (Draft 1)


	Week 10
2-6 Dec.

	“Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid
In-class – Task 3 (Draft 2)

	Week 11
9-13 Dec.

	“A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner
Paragraph Writing
In-class – Task 4 (Draft 1)


	Week 12
16-20 Dec.

	“A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner
In-class – Task 4 (Draft 2)

	Week 13
23-27 Dec.

	 “A Sunrise on the Veld” by Doris Lessing
In-class Practice: Paragraph Writing


	Week 14
30 Dec.-3 Jan.

	31 December Tuesday (Section 1) ✓
1 January Wednesday (Section 2) No Class
In-class Practice: Paragraph Writing
[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Storm” by Kate Chopin


		

	



	
FINAL WEEKS
6-19 January




I wish us all a great semester. 
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