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This course looks at a range of short texts, primarily from the first half of the twentieth century, that raise fundamental questions about the nature of art, literature and theory. It provides a broad, overview of the period, and various styles, genres and movements, in the context of theoretical discussions of “modernism,” “understanding,” “translation,” and the vagaries of tropes and figures, with a particular focus on theories of irony and metaphor. Specific topics covered will depend on how the argumentative trajectories develop, but in general will range from impressionism to cubism, dada and surrealism, visual and sound poetry, and lettrisme. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Texts:


—Selections from various sources;  readings will be provided as pdfs, 



    photocopies, and links to online texts and videos. 
Texts for analysis will be chosen from such writers as Eliot, Yeats, Joyce, Loy, Tzara, Artaud, Baudelaire, Mallarmé, Valéry, Isou and Borges; theoretical questions will arise out of short essays or excerpted selections from: Poggioli (Theory of the Avant-Garde), Nietzsche (“On Truth and Lie…”), Saussure (Course in General Linguistics), Bataille (Visions of Excess), Blanchot (The Book to Come; The Space of Literature), Levinas (“The Transcendence of Words”), Attali (Noise), Foucault (This is not a Pipe), Cassirer (Philosophy of Symbolic Forms), Gadamer (Truth and Method), Benjamin (“The Task of the Translator”), Ortega y Gasset (“The Difficulty of Reading”), Schlegel (“On Incomprehensibility”), de Man (“Literary History and Literary Modernity,” “The Rhetoric of Temporality”), Derrida (“White Mythology”), Brooks (“The Heresy of Paraphrase”), Black (“Metaphor”), Blumenberg (Paradigms for a Metaphorology), Davidson (“What Metaphors Mean”), Lakoff (“The Contemporary Theory of Metaphor”). 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Requirements:
1. Reading Assignments: Readings will generally be assigned one week before they are to be discussed in class. Students are expected to have read the assigned material before class, and to bring it with them to class for discussion. It is expected that all reading will be done with the aid of a dictionary and reference to originals where possible, as well as to translations, and that students will ask for help if they have difficulty in understanding the material. 

2. Exams: The mid-term and final exams will cover all assigned readings and class discussions. They may include identifications, short answers, multiple choice, definitions, and essays. 

3. Attendance and Punctuality: Attendance of all classes is required; three hours will be excused. All students are expected to attend on time, and not to disturb the class once it has started; the use of mobile phones and other electronic devices is not permitted.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Grading:
Mid-Term Exam: 45%

Final Exam: 45%

Participation:
10%
____________________________________________________________________________________________

