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This course examines some fundamental principles of philosophy and literary theory developed by thinkers between the classical period and the early twentieth century. It is structured as a semester-long argument which moves from concept to concept, looking at examples, and exploring the relations between ideas as they develop through agreements, disagreements, and other kinds of transformations. The course provides a a foundation for twentieth century theory, which is the focus of the fourth-year course on “Literary Theory and Criticism.” Concepts have been selected for their usefulness—not only in thinking about “literature,” but also in providing different perspectives on phenomena in the world.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Texts:
Readings will be made available as photocopies or pdfs, generally one week before they are discussed in class, and should be printed out, read, and brought to each class. Texts will be selected from: classical theory (e.g. Plato, Aristotle, Horace, Longinus); medieval and renaissance theory (e.g. Augustine, Vico); the 17th and 18th centuries (e.g. Pope, Swift, Addison, Steele, Johnson); romantic theory (e.g. Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Shelley, Hegel, Schlegel, Novalis, Schleiermacher); Victorian and modernist theory (e.g. Nietzsche, Arnold, Eliot, Pound, Brooks, Wimsatt, Empson, Ellis). Depending on the time available, the course may also look at the beginnings of Russian formalism (Schklovsky, Jakobson) and semiotics (Saussure, Barthes).
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Requirements:
1. Reading Assignments: Readings will generally be assigned one week before they are to be discussed in class. Students are expected to have read the assigned material before class, and to bring it with them to class for discussion. It is expected that all reading will be done with the aid of a dictionary, and that students will ask for help if they have difficulty in understanding the material. 

2. Exams: The mid-term and final exams will cover all assigned readings and all material covered in class. They may include identifications, short answers, multiple choice, definitions, and essays. 

3. Attendance and Punctuality: Attendance of all classes is required; three hours will be excused. All students are expected to attend on time, and not to disturb the class once it has started; the use of mobile phones and other electronic devices is not permitted.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Grading:

Mid-Term Exam:

45%




Final Exam:


45%




Attendance/Participation:
10%

____________________________________________________________________________________________

