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____________________________________________________________________________________________

This course attempts to provide a literary-theoretical engagement with some of the critical concepts involved in “romanticism,” broadly defined, in Britain, France, North America, and Germany, during the period 1740-1850: irrationalism, hermeneutics, antiquity, modernity, translation, history and historiography, fragment, irony, the sublime, identity, language, “theory,” “criticism,” and “literature” as such.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Texts:


—Selections from various sources. 

—Texts will be provided in installments during the semester. 
Texts (available in various collections and compilations) will cover a range of genres—critical essay, fragment, play, short story, novel, fairy tale, various poetic forms—and include short selections from among the following and others:

Britain: Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Percy Shelley, Mary Shelley;

France: Corneille, Racine, Voltaire, Rousseau, Sade, Stendhal, Hugo, Chateaubriand, de Staël;

North America: Emerson, Thoreau, Irving, Poe, Hawthorne, Melville;

Germany: Lessing, Winckelmann, Goethe, Schiller, Hamann, Herder, Kant, Fichte, Schelling, Schopenhauer, the Grimm  brothers, the Schlegel brothers, Novalis, Schleiermacher, Tieck, Kleist, Hoffmann, Eichendorff.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Requirements:
1. Reading Assignments: Readings will generally be assigned one week before they are to be discussed in class. Students are expected to have read the assigned material before class, and to bring it with them to class for discussion. It is expected that all reading will be done with the aid of a dictionary and reference to originals where possible, as well as to translations, and that students will ask for help if they have difficulty in understanding the material. 

2. Exams: The mid-term and final exams will cover all assigned readings and class discussions. They may include identifications, short answers, multiple choice, definitions, and essays. 

3. Attendance and Punctuality: Attendance of all classes is required; three hours will be excused. All students are expected to attend on time, and not to disturb the class once it has started; the use of mobile phones and other electronic devices is not permitted.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Grading:

Mid-Term Exam:

45%




Final Exam:


45%




Attendance/Participation:
10%
____________________________________________________________________________________________

